
BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS
 
 

This past March I had the pleasure of attending the Regional Transit Authority’s (RTA) Grand 
Opening of their new Operations & Maintenance Facility in San Luis Obispo (SLO).  This 
building had been under construction for over a year and the final project turned out 

wonderful.  Many local dignitaries were at the event (current and past Mayors, County 
Supervisors, etc.) where speeches were made, and praise given to all staff of the RTA.  At 

the event it was also announced by Geoff Straw, Executive Director of the San Luis Obispo 
RTA, that the SLO RTA was awarded an $8.8 million grant from the Federal Transit 

Administration for battery-electric buses!
 

I bring you this good news because the SLO RTA has been a big supporter of NCI Affiliates 
(NCI) and Achievement House’s (AHI) transportation program.  For many years our 

partnership with SLO RTA has helped us procure Federal Transit Administration funds. With 
the assistance of FTA Section 5310 grants, NCI and AHI have been able to maintain and 

operate our own fleet of vehicles to transport the disabled individuals we serve to 
employment sites and community-based programming, that may not otherwise be 

accommodated by public transportation (due to hours of service or outside of local routes).
 

Through letters of support, the symbiotic relationship between our two agencies has 
helped bridge the gap of mobility challenges that face low income, disabled and senior 

adults to get to work and be inclusive in our communities.  
 

It takes partnerships like this between NCI/AHI and SLO RTA over the years that has made 
us both successful in implementing safe, reliable, energy efficient transportation services 

for the most vulnerable members of our community.
 

Congratulations to SLO RTA and thank you for your support to NCI Affiliates, Inc. and 
Achievement House, Inc. over the years!
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ACHIEVEMENT HOUSE CELEBRATES DISABILITY AWARENESS MONTH
WITH LOCAL BUSINESS PARTNERS!

CONTRACTS In ACTION 

FROM COLD MORNINGS TO SUMMER DAYS OUR 
CAL-TRANS CREW WORKS 7 DAYS A WEEK 365 
DAYS A YEAR TO KEEP OUR REST STOPS CLEAN, 

SAFE AND BEAUTIFUL. YOU CAN STOP BY ANYTIME 
YOU ARE TRAVELING AND REMEMBER TO SAY HI IF 

YOU SEE US OUT THERE!! CAL-TRANS IS ONE OF 
MANY OPPORTUNITIES WE HAVE WITHIN OUR 

SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM.

March is Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month and Achievement House
celebrated with one of our local business partners. The Quick Pickle Kit and KSBY.
Achievement House's Contracts team created over 500 Quick Pickle Kits for our
partners and got to show Claudia Buccio from KSBY how they assemble each jar. The
interview aired on KSBY evening news and showed the smiling faces of several hard
working individuals. Check out our Facebook (@AchievementHouse) to watch our
KSBY interview and read our article.  

For More information about our services check out our 
website @ www.achievementhouse.org 

Caltrans Rest Areas



Our Nursery crew is busy this time of
year. We recently redesigned this new
retail greenhouse to offer more to our
customers. You can find us 5 days a
week at local farmers markets or come
out to our Nursery. 

Our Family Fun Night turned out to be
an eggtastic event! From the food,
games, face painting, sweet treats
from our own Orange Dog Café, to
most importantly the individuals and
families that attended, with lots of
smiles and laughter in between. These
family nights are a great way for our
individuals, their families and support
staff to get together to further build
connections. We plan these family fun

Staff Appreciation Day was celebrated
with Pancakes! Thank you to all of our
Direct Care staff for all you do! 

STAFF 
PANCAKE 

DAY

FAMILY COALITION 

NEW NURSERY GREENHOUSE

nights every quarter so that our individuals have the
opportunity to interact with each other and staff outside
their typical working/program hours. To say that we are
excited for our next family night would be an
understatement. We are looking forward to more nights of
fun with our friends and their families!

Find us Thursday Night Downtown SLO Farmers Market! 



Justus Jordan worked at Achievement House
Nursery years ago and loved it.  Then he progressed
in to one of our retail thrift stores and enjoyed more
diversity.  Recently, he decided he wanted to
progress to a job in the community using the skills
he’s learned and his love for plants.  Justus is now in
the Paid Internship Program and working at T-MHA’s
Growing Grounds Nursery four days a week and he
is really “blossoming” there.  He is learning many
new skills that it takes to work in a full scale
wholesale and retail nursery and he is becoming
quite competent and confident with his new skills. 
 Congratulations Justus for “growing” your dreams!

SANTA MARIA FIRE DEPARTMENT

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

Our Santa Maria Community Based Day Program
team had a wonderful time meeting our local heroes
at Station 26 in Orcutt, Ca. Our team got to
experience what it is like to be a fire fighter and
learn the importance of serving our community.
Along with their tour, our team got to learn about
emergency procedures and different tools
firefighters use. 

“I LOVED EVERYTHING, BUT I 
REALLY LIKED LEARNING ABOUT 
TOOLS AND SEEING THE SLIDE” - 

RENNI M. 

We introduce to you our
newest Security Guard for the
Salinas Court House! Carolina
has been working at Walmart
for the past several years and
is now working her dream job
as a security guard. Just check
out her smile and that says it
all. Congratulations Carolina,
we are all so proud of you!

SECURITY! 

Looking for reliable staff? We help train great candidates! 



This is Maria shown here with Micky, one of her four
tortoises.  The others are named Minnie, Princess
Leia, and Lucky. Maria started her tortoise “family”
about 5 or 6 years ago. She said that while driving, she
saw a tortoise in middle of the street and insisted
that the driver, her father-in-law Ron, turn around
and rescue the tortoise. Later, she found two more
tortoises at Lake Isabella. 

Maria says that the tortoises eat lettuce and like to
have vegetables, which she buys for them while
grocery shopping with her CLS staff.  She also says
they like to walk around in the nice, fenced yard that
was made especially for them! The yard includes a
doghouse for comfort!  Maria says that another of
their favorite activities is getting baths, which she
says she gives them in a bucket with special bubble
soap. However, most of all, she says that they love all
the attention and interacting with her the most. 

With everything opening 
back up, our Community 
Based Day Program here 

at AHI South has really 
been exploring the 

surrounding areas! They
have helped beautify 

local parks and trails by 
picking up litter. They 

visited beautiful Laguna 
Lake and the Botanical 

Gardens in SLO. 

MARIA'S TORTOISE FAMILY

COMMUNITY LIVING

Bobby Johnstone and his SLS staff (Rhonda) spent an afternoon 
baking yummy banana bread. They gathered all the needed 

ingredients on one of Bobby’s weekly shopping outings and got 
to baking. Once Bobby smelled the aroma of his bread baking, 

staff noted Bobby was walking around his apartment rubbing his 
belly. This was a great day for Bobby, as well as his staff and he 

looks forward to doing more baking. 

BAKING BREAD

DENTAL HYGIENE 
CLINICS ARE BACK!

NCI Affiliates and Achievement 
House are hosting dental clinic's 
authorized by TCRC! Individual's 

can sign up to participate by 
reaching out to their Service 

Coordinators! 
 

        NCI - 05/31/2022
                 06/03/2022
        AHI - 05/26/2022



Scan here to 
donate to NCI

WAYS TO DONATE

$200

$100

$50

$35

SPONSER A MOVIE 
NIGHT

WATER BOTTLES 
FOR CREWS

REGIONAL BUS PASS 
31 DAYS

ART & ACTIVITY 
MATERIALS 

Whether you make a large donation or a small donation, all contributions help

Scan here to 
donate to AHI



WHALE TAIL GRANT                                                      
The California Central Coast Commission has
awarded both NCI and AHI the WhaleTail Grant.
The grant will provide self-advocacy training
with coastal conservation education and
stewardship to adults with intellectual
disabilities living on the central coast who want
to strengthen their leadership skills and
develop a deeper connection with their
community and environment! The advocacy
groups will meet once a month with their peers
to strengthen their self-advocacy skills as well
as develop and coordinate local volunteer
opportunities on the coast!

OrangeOrange

Let's Give A Hoot
Our cafe is now re-open! Located at 

5599 Traffic Way, Atascadero 
We are open to the public
Monday-Friday 12pm-6pm
Come in for lunch or for a 

special baked treat!
 

DogDog      CafeCafe

Our New Workforce 
Development Coordinator 

Emily has found a new office 
mate. It's a Purrfect match for 

this office duo! Jezabell is 
enjoying all the extra 

attention!
 

A big shot out to our staff at NCI South for a successful 
Open House! It was a wonderful evening showcasing all of 

your hard work! Thank you to everyone who attended! 
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NCI & AHI Thrift Store Location 

DONATION CENTER 496 Linne Street, Paso Robles, CA.

FIVE WAYS TO SUPPORT NCI/AHI
1) Patronize NCI/AHI Businesses
2) Make a Cash Donation
3) Donate to our Thrift Stores
4) Hire an Individual at your Business
5) Like our Social Media Pages

Visit our websites for more information

WWW.NCIAFFILIATES.ORG
WWW.ACHIEVEMENT HOUSE.ORG

Please mail checks to: 
1434 Chestnut St. Paso Robles, CA. 93446


